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   Canadian Federation of Musicians Submission  
Canadian Transportation Agency, August 2018  

On behalf of the Canadian Federation of Musicians we would like to thank the Government of 
Canada and the Honourable Marc Garneau as Minister of Transport for the opportunity to 
submit to the Canadian Transportation Agency proposed Terms and Conditions of carriage with 
regard to the transportation of musical instruments from the Canada Transportation Act,     
May 23, 2018.   

 
Regulations – carrier’s obligations towards passengers  
86.11 (1) ((e) requiring the carrier to establish terms and conditions of carriage with regard to 
the transportation of musical instruments;  

Since December 2012, the CFM has worked closely with the Government of Canada to 
harmonize Canadian air carriers with United States air carriers.  Our proposed Terms and 
Conditions will streamline air travel across the border and mirror the Federal Aviation 
Administration Modernization and Reform Act of 2012, (Annex A).  The United States 
Government has enshrined these rules into law, which is working very effectively.       

The Canadian Federation of Musicians (CFM) is the Canadian National Office of the American 
Federation of Musicians of the United States and Canada (AFM). We are made up of 200 local 
offices across North America, collectively representing 80,000 professional musicians, 17,000 of 
whom live and work in Canada.  We have been representing the interests of musicians for 122 
years.   

As the distinctly Canadian division of AFM, and under its Federal Status of the Artist 
recognition, the CFM negotiates fair agreements and working conditions covering all musical 
services within Canada. CFM diligently works to protect ownership of recorded music, secures 
benefits such as health care and pension for its membership, and actively lobbies on Copyright 
reform and other matters of interest to all professional musicians working and/or living in 
Canada.  

The CFM has various departments covering an array of services important to professional 
musicians - ranging from cross border work authorizations to media agreements, insurance 
protection programs, plus departments for symphonic, theatrical, and touring musicians. CFM 
helps educate professional musicians to optimize the level of their professional working 
environment at all stages of their career. 



Canadian Federation of Musicians Proposed Terms and Conditions for  
Transportation of Musical Instruments  

 
The Canadian Federation of Musicians is proposing the following terms and conditions for 
transporting musical instruments in an effort to ensure consistency amongst Canadian air 
carriers.  These proposals are based upon the successful United States of American FAA 
Regulations.   Please find attached the Department of Transportation Rules and Regulations, 
January 5, 2015 (Annex B) which clearly outlines the process and costs for the inclusion of 
musical instruments in the FAA Regulation.    
 
 1.  SMALL INSTRUMENTS AS CARRY-ON BAGGAGE 
An air carrier providing air transportation shall permit a passenger to carry a violin, guitar, or 
other musical instrument in the aircraft cabin, and without charging the passenger a fee in 
addition to any standard fee that carrier may require for comparable carry-on baggage, if  
 
 (a) the instrument can be stowed safely in a suitable baggage compartment in the aircraft 
cabin or under a passenger seat, in accordance with the requirements for carriage of carry-on 
baggage or cargo established by the Canadian Transportation Agency;  and  
 
(b) there is space for such stowage at the time the passenger boards the aircraft. 
 
2. LARGER INSTRUMENTS AS CARRY-ON BAGGAGE 
An air carrier providing air transportation shall permit a passenger to carry a musical instrument 
that is too large to meet the requirements of paragraph (1) in the aircraft cabin, without 
charging the passenger a fee in addition to the cost of the additional ticket described if  
 
(a) the instrument is contained in a case or covered so as to avoid injury to other passengers; 
 
(b) the weight of the instrument, including the case or covering, does not exceed 165 pounds 
(75 kilos), or the applicable weight restrictions for the aircraft; 
 
(c) the instrument can be stowed in accordance with the requirements for carriage of carry-on 
baggage or cargo established by the Canadian Transportation Agency; 
 
(d) neither the instrument nor the case contains any object not otherwise permitted to be 
carried in an aircraft cabin because of a current law or regulation; and                        
 



(e) the passenger wishing to carry the instrument in the aircraft cabin has purchased an 
additional seat to accommodate the instrument.          
 
3. LARGE INSTRUMENTS AS CHECKED BAGGAGE 
An air carrier shall transport as baggage a musical instrument that is the property of a 
passenger travelling in air transportation that may not be carried in the aircraft cabin if 
 
(a) the sum of the length, width, and height measured in inches of the outside linear 
dimensions of the instrument (including the case) does not exceed 150 inches (381 cms), or the 
applicable size restrictions for the aircraft; 

 
(b) the weight of the instrument  does not exceed 165 pound (75 kilo), or the applicable weight 
restrictions for the aircraft;  and  
 
(c) the instrument can be stowed in accordance with the requirements for carriage of carry-on 
baggage or cargo established by the Canada Transportation Agency.     
 
Air carriers should be obliged to provide clear, concise and consistent requirements in 
circumstances of aircraft substitution that has space constraints in advance of travel and make 
every effort to treat a musical instrument as valuable cargo, particularly in remote and northern 
communities.   Musicians flying with musical instruments in the cabin in (1) and (2) above, will 
be invited to pre-board, in order to securely stow their instrument safely. 
 
Air Passenger protection regulations which ensure clearer and more consistent terms and 
conditions for individuals travelling with musical instruments, particularly between the United 
States and Canada, will benefit thousands of musicians from coast to coast to coast.   
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