
 

 

Submitted by email to the Canadian Transportation Agency 

Subject : emotional support animals 

Dear Canadian Transport Agency - 

Please ban or at least strongly regulate the now-ridiculous notion of "emotional support 

animals." I have had the misfortune of sitting beside a bewildering and occasionally 

dangerous array of animals on flights in the past few years and the situation is out of 

control.  

A spider or ferret is not capable of providing support. If the traveller requires such hand-

holding, perhaps air travel is not an option for them. The rights, comfort and safety of 

the majority have to be given priority over the whims of an entitled, self-focused person. 

On one recent flight, the woman with a cat was laughing at the protests of those with 

allergies around her, claiming that she wanted her cat on board and that "federal law 

protected" her rights.  

No one can object to a well-trained service dog. But there is a world of difference 

between a guide dog and someone's pet. The fact that you can purchase "emotional 

support animal" leashes and vests online show there is nothing credible about the 

designation.  

If passengers need emotional support, they should travel with a human companion. 

They can also request medication and counselling from a health-care professional. 

There is no need to bring untrained, unregulated animals onto a flight. 

I love my dog and, twelve years ago when I moved from Canada to the southern US, I 

had to put her in the cargo hold. I hated it, but understood why it was necessary. It is 

still necessary. Stop this nonsense before someone gets seriously hurt.  

Air travel, like driving, is a privilege, not a right. Discriminating against passengers is 

unlawful, but allowing passengers to bring wildlife onto the plane is simply idiotic. 

Everyone understands why you cannot bring a gun onto a plane. Why should anyone 

be allowed to bring a pit bull onto a flight? 

Many thanks, 

Dr. Debra Komar 

(Removed) 


